
Shortlist #40:  
Kenneth Anger’s 

 Leather Daddy Occultism



Boo-Hooray is proud to present our latest shortlist, gathering 
photography and ephemera spanning a wide range of Kenneth 
Anger’s career, from Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome (1954) to 
Lucifer Rising (1972).  
 
Kenneth Anger (b. 1927) is an experimental filmmaker and 
author lauded for his work depicting homoerotic desire 
and occultism. After a career as a child actor, Anger gained 
notoriety at the age of 20 with Fireworks (1947). The film was the 
subject of an obscenity trial; Anger was ultimately acquitted. 
An important figure in both the American and European 
filmmaking underground, Anger’s films were widely screened 
in the midnight movie circuit and were important influences 
on the subsequent generation of American directors, including 
John Waters and David Lynch. 

The artifacts gathered here capture the collaborative and 
intimate energy of Anger’s small sets, casts, and crews, often 
composed of other figures from the Los Angeles occult avant-
garde. The production stills exhibited here show the casts and 
crews of various films at work, including Anger himself posed 
with grisly props on his ghastly sets. They cover more than two 
decades of Anger’s work, from Inauguration of the Pleasure 
Dome (1954) to Lucifer Rising (1971), and in the case of the 
film treatment for Kustom Kar Kommandos (1965), reveal the 
rigorous conceptual development of Anger’s thematic concerns 
and his technical strategies for transposing them to the audio-
visual format.
 
Terms: Usual. Not onerous. All items subject to prior sale.
Payment may be made via check, credit card, wire transfer
or PayPal. Institutions may be billed accordingly. Shipping is 
additional and will be billed at cost. Returns will be accepted 
for any reason within a week of receipt. Please provide advance 
notice of the return.

Boo-Hooray Shortlist #40:  
Kenneth Anger’s Leather Daddy Occultism

1. Scorpio Rising Production Still ................................................................ $1750 
2. Kenneth Anger in Lucifer Rising ............................................................ $1500 
3. Lucifer Rising Production Still ................................................................ $1250 
4. Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome Production Stills [with] 
Kenneth Anger inscription to Jonas Mekas ........................................ SOLD 
5. Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome Press Still ........................... $650 
6. Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome Production Still ............ $650 
7. Kenneth Anger on set of Lucifer Rising .................................... ON HOLD 
8. Kenneth Anger with Leslie Huggins ... Lucifer Rising ............ $950 
9. Kustom Kar Kommandos Production Still ..................................... $950 
10. Kustom Kar Kommandos – Film Project [Treatment] ......... SOLD 
11. Candid Photograph of Kenneth Anger, Bruce Baillie, Sharon 
Ruppert ................................................................................................................................ $750 
12. Scorpio Rising flyer ........................................................................................... $750 
13. Magick Lantern Cycle ...................................................................................... $750
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1. Scorpio Rising Production Still
    
San Bernardino, CA: Puck Film Productions, 1963. Black and 
white silver gelatin print. 8 x 10 in. Artists’ stamp on verso 
“Scorpio Rising: A Film by Kenneth Anger.” Creasing at right 
edge and bottom left corner, ½ in. closed tear at right edge, and 
bumping resulting in loss to face of image at top left corner not 
exceeding ½ in. Very good.  

Production still from Scorpio Rising, Anger’s classic 1963 film 
featuring gay Nazi bikers. A leathered-out Kenneth Anger with a 
gleaming motorcycle and reaper.            
 
$1750



2. Kenneth Anger in Lucifer Rising

Luxor, Egypt: np, 1971. Black and white silver gelatin print. 6 ⅜ 
9 ⅝ in. “Kenneth Anger in ‘Lucifer Rising’ (Luxor, Egypt, 1971)” 
written in the hand of Kenneth Anger on verso. Slight bumping 
to top edge; else near fine. 

Production still of Kenneth Anger starring in his landmark 1971 
film Lucifer Rising. 

$1500



3. Lucifer Rising Production Still [Kenneth Anger holograph]

Kenneth Anger; photograph by Myriam Gibril. San Bernardino, 
CA: Puck Film Productions, 1972. Black and white silver gelatin 
print. 7 ½ x 9 ½ in. “Lucifer Rising’ Anger ’72 Marianne Faithfull 
as Lilith at the Pyramids, credit photo: Myriam Gibril” written 
in the hand of Kenneth Anger on verso. Series of small circular 
impression marks to verso, largely imperceptible on recto; very 
good. 

Production still from Anger’s 1972 short film Lucifer Rising. A 
classic of occult and psychedelic cinema, Anger’s film captures 
the darkness of late-hippiedom.            

$1250



4. Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome Production Stills [with] 
Kenneth Anger inscription to Jonas Mekas

Manila folder labeled in the hand of Jonas Mekas “Anger 
photos,” containing 17 black and white silver gelatin production 
stills from Anger’s film Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome, 
originally housed inside folded sheet of paper with writing in 
the hand of Kenneth Anger, “For Anthology – these production 
stills taken during the filming of ‘Pleasure Dome’ (the negatives 
recently re-discovered after being ‘lost’ for 20 years) Kenneth 
Anger March 22 ‘76”. 8 x 10 in. 1976 prints from 1954 negatives. 
Also includes original mailing envelope addressed to Jonas 
Mekas c/o Anthology from Kenneth Anger. Postmarked March 
22, 1976. 9 x 11 1⁄2 in. Near fine. 

Exceedingly rare production stills and behind-the-scenes 
photographs from Kenneth Anger’s Inauguration of the Pleasure 
Dome, sent from Anger to Jonas Mekas.



Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome is a 38 minute short film 
shot in 1954 directed by Kenneth Anger and starring Samson de 
Brier, Cameron, Anaïs Nin, Curtis Harrington, Anger, and others. 
This collection of seventeen behind-the-scenes photographs 
from the making of the film were printed from negatives 
that Anger discovered in 1976, previously thinking they were 
irrevocably lost.

The stills display the collaborative and intimate energy on the 
small set, encompassing largely shots of the actors and crew 
at work, with a few staged photographs. Directly inspired by 
Aleister Crowley’s concept of a ritual and party where attendees 
embody various gods and goddesses, Inauguration of the 
Pleasure Dome remains one of Anger’s most beloved works. 

SOLD



5. Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome Press Still [Kenneth 
Anger holograph]

[Hollywood]: np, 1954.  Black and white silver gelatin print. 8 x 
10 in. “Samson De Brier as Nero in ‘Inauguration of the Pleasure 
Dome’ 1954” written in black ink on verso in the hand of Kenneth 
Anger. Very good with slight creasing. 

Press still from Kenneth Anger’s Inauguration of the Pleasure 
Dome of Samson De Brier as Nero.

$650

6. Inauguration of the Pleasure Dome Production Still

[Hollywood]: np, [1954]. Black and white silver gelatin print. 7 
¾ x 9 ¾ in. “Kenneth Anger” written in blue ink on verso in the 
hand of Anger. Slight loss at top left corner with trace adhesive 
residue at bottom left corner; else near fine. 

Production still from Kenneth Anger’s 1954 film Inauguration 
of the Pleasure Dome, featuring  Joan Whitney as Aphrodite, 
offering a chalice to a child. 

$650



7. Kenneth Anger on set of Lucifer Rising

London: np, 1971. C-print. 5 x 7 in., housed in 8 ¾ x 6 ¾ in. matte. 
“Kenneth Anger on set of ‘Lucifer Rising’ London 1971” written in 
the hand of Kenneth Anger on verso of matte. Near fine.

Photograph of Kenneth Anger on the set of his landmark film 
Lucifer Rising, posing with a beastly prop. 

ON HOLD

8. Kenneth Anger with Leslie Huggins on set of Lucifer Rising

London: np, 1971. C-print. 5 x 7 in., housed in 8 ¾ x 6 ¾ in. matte. 
“Leslie Huggins as Lucifer with Kenneth Anger on set of ‘Lucifer 
Rising’ London 1971” written in the hand of Kenneth Anger on 
verso of matte. Near fine.

Photograph of Kenneth Anger and Leslie Huggins on set of 
Anger’s landmark film Lucifer Rising, posed with a human-wolf 
hybrid head, devouring hands. 

$950



10. Kustom Kar Kommandos – Film Project [Film Treatment]

Los Angeles: np, ca. 1964. Mimeograph from typescript. Three 8 
½ x 11 in. leafs. Side stapled. Lines from folding into thirds with 
toning throughout; else near fine. 

Treatment and proposal for Kenneth Anger’s short film Kustom 
Kar Kommandos. Includes notes on directorial style, technical 
specifications to achieve “hitherto inaccessible realms of 
investigation in low-key color location work for the independent 
creative film-maker,” and Anger expounding on the thematic 
thrust of the film. Originally planned to have a 30 minute 
runtime, Anger quickly burned through the film’s budget, with 
the end result of a 3 minute classic of American queer cinema. 

“I emphasize the word oneiric.”

SOLD

9. Kustom Kar Kommandos Production Still 

San Bernardino, CA: Puck Film Productions, 1965. Black and 
white silver gelatin print. 6 ¾ x 8 ½ in. Stamped “‘Kustom Kar 
Kommandos’ A Film By Kenneth Anger” on verso. Very good with 
four small abrasions to photo paper and wear at edges.  

Black and white silver gelatin production still of two young men 
leaning over the engine of a hot rod, from Kenneth Anger’s short 
film Kustom Kar Kommandos. Artists’ stamp on verso “Kustom 
Kar Kommandos a Film by Kenneth Anger”.

$950



11. Candid Photograph of Kenneth Anger, Bruce Baillie, Sharon 
Ruppert 

Photograph by Robert Haller. Pittsburgh: Carnegie Museum of 
Art, ca. 1972. Black and white silver gelatin print on glossy photo 
paper. 8 x 10 in. Very good with some creasing.

Candid photograph of Kenneth Anger, Bruce Baillie, and Sharon 
Ruppert after a lecture at the Carnegie Museum of Art. 

$750

12. Scorpio Rising flyer

[Kenneth Anger]. New York: Film-makers’ Cinematheque, [1966]. 
Offset. 8 ½ x 11 in. Very good. 

Offset flyer promoting Scorpio Rising - Kenneth Anger’s vortex 
of homoeroticism, occultism, and biker culture - playing at the 
Filmmakers’ Cinematheque.

The Filmmakers Cinematheque, founded in 1964 as a space 
for avant-garde and experimental cinema screenings and 
community gatherings, and was a central node of the 
underground film scene of the 1960s and ‘70s, premiering work 
by Andy Warhol, Stan Brakhage, Stan Vanderbeek, Kenneth 
Anger, Jack Smith and many others.

“The film you see may be brilliant….or just controversial.”

$750



13. Magick Lantern Cycle

New York: Film-makers’ Cinematheque, Spring 1966. Printed by 
Graphis Press Ltd. Offset. 8vo. (8 1⁄2 x 11 in.) Unbound sheets held 
together with plastic spine. Near fine. Written in pencil on title 
page “Jerome Hill.” [Hill was a funder and founding partner in 
Film-makers’ Cinematheque and Anthology Film Archives]. 

Program booklet designed by Kenneth Anger and produced by 
Film-mkaers’ Cinematheque on the occasion of a screening 
of his films on the 1966 Spring Equinox. The booklet includes 
stills from films screened as part of the Cycle including Scorpio 
Rising, Kustom Kar Kommandos, Inauguration of the Pleasure 
Dome and others, as well as the screening program schedule, a 
biography of Anger and information about his films. 

$750




